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(ARG YGIGE) *

‘The passive voice Is used in English when it is more convenient or
interesting o stress the thing done than the doer of it, or when
the doer is ubknown:

My bag was stolen ) is much more usual than [Thieves stole my bag.)

*The passive Of an active tense is formed by putting the verb TO BE
into the same tense as the active verb and adding the past participle

Of the active verb: [

Active: He wrote 3 |etter.
Passive: A letter was written.

In a passive sentence the agent, or doer of the action, is very often
not mentioned. When the asent is mentioned it is preceeded by BY:

Active: My brother has written that poem.
Passive: That poem has been written by my brother.

‘Table of active ahd their passive equivalents

TENSE ACTIVE VOICE PASESIVE VOICE
Gimple Present writes is written

Present Continuous Is writing Is being written
Gimple Past wrote was written

Past Continuous was writing was being written
Present Perfect has written has been written
Past Perfect had written had been written
Future will write will be written
Conditional would write wouid be written
Present Infinitive 0 Write 0 be written
Perfect Infinitive 0 have written t0 have been written
Present Participle writing being written
Perfect Participle having written having been written
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